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WHAT IS THIS PROJECT ABOUT?

This project titled “Cinematic Artistry - How Graphic Design can alter
the perceptions of the Viewing Public” allows me to explore whether
viewing members of the public can be influenced by what they see

on a film poster or not. Looking further in depth, | intend to analysis
peoples perception of a film through their poster and whether they
base their entire film viewing experience on this or not. Furthermore, |
wish to explore how people perceive films either purely from their films
poster or even just the title itself.
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INITIAL RESPONSE
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When thinking of initial ideas for my (it ==
dissertation prior to being given the

major project document, | wanted _ECWEU’
to incorporate Graphic Design and _Cﬂ‘hﬁ \q

films into my dissertation. These two ollp,
mediums being my favourite types '\Y\‘J\ \\[’_u‘ e —\-(w‘{—“m :
_Q0impe0n

of media, | needed to brainstorm an
19805 i seve?

Peaceful Wondor
A

exciting and poignant project using
these two.
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In the left hand image, this was notes
| jotted down quickly of potential
ideas trying to incorporate both

of these styles. | think this type of
brainstorm the easiest by using
divergent thinking to get my ideas
down on paper and then to adapt all
my other ideas to work with this final

Thelv pev[jﬁpt N .
idea. Lf.h\UfQ UU\M
In the right hand image, this was /

the continuation of notes in which v
| began to brainstorm what genres "
of film would be the best to explore
people perceptions in.
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RESEARCH PHASE




| had found an app on the app store called Pixaloop. So to further decipher whether my idea would work or
not. | test-trialed some well known films and documented their results.

Water flowing using track tool Debris floating in smoke overlay Flame burning on matchstick Bomb explosion rising using track Track tool hair and sky overlay
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After | had collected a range of films from different genres using the Sky search feature, | S URVEY M ONKEY -
decided to conduct a survey to gauge what peoples thoughts were and what their thoughts

were on the topic in question. OB REPLIES
Q1 L/‘\ @3 2 === == : '
Asking the question
Gender Although my Do you think all film posters show accurately what a film is about? “Do you think all
Answered: 95 Skipped: 0 queStlon |S not Answered: 95 Skipped: 0 fllm posters ShOW
B gender based, | still Y . accurately what
wanted to enquire | a film is about?”
- the persons gender ~» alowedme to gL e
| in case a pattern | whether people had
Rp— appeared: o _ thought about a film
) | poster in this way
0% 10% 20% 300 40% 50% 80% 700 B0% 20% 100% Males 33 0% 10% 2085 300 2085 50%" 0% 0% 20% 90% 100% before.
ANSWER CHOICES ~  RESPONSES - . ANSWER CHOICES |
~ Male 34.74% a3 Females 61 - ¥es
~ Female 64.21% 61 - Mo
~ Prefer to not say 1.05% 1 . - Sometimes
M Prefer to not say: 1 s
Comments {T)
o Same as above,
this was not an age
What age are you? based discussion e
Answerec: 95 Skippe:0 however a pattern T m——" Furt.hermore,
: may or may not P asking whether the
emerge: responders knew
- what a motion poster
o Under 18: 1 allowed me to pose
) o why the use of
18-24. 24 motion posters are
Masbe beneficial to the film
= 25 - 34: 12 e poster and graphic
- design industry.
0% 10% 20% 30% 4085 50% 60% T0% 30% 900 100% 35_44. 1 6 AMERCHG‘CES
- Yas
ANSWER CHOICES ~  RESPONSES - 45 - 54 32 : :: =
~ Under1g 1.05% 1 mwgs
v 1824 25.06% 24 '
» 025-34 12.63% 12 55_64. 6
-  35-44 16.84% 16
w» 45-54 33.68% 32
+ 55-64 6.32% 6 65+. 4
v 85+ 4.91% 4
Total Respondents: 95

S



SURVEYMONKEY REPLIES

After | had collected a range of films from different genres, | decided to conduct a survey to
CONTINUED gauge what peoples thoughts were and what their thoughts were on the topic in question.

Showing 26 responses

D AllL of them

4/11/201210:16 PM View respondent’s answers Add tags ¥ I

A\

D All Star Wars films including new releases

- y o 92.558% 87
£ 4/11/2019 7:55 PM View respondent’s answers ~ Add tags ¥
- 72.34% 88
o b
FOI'eSt Gump 87 4/11/2019 11:27 AM Wiew respondent’s answers Add tags ¥
- 61.70% 58
The Sound Of MUS]C: 68 . | D Star Wars, Return of the Jedi, The Empire Strikes Back
- l 60.64% 57 4/11/2019 9:31 AM View respondent’s answers  Add tags W
The Sixth Sense: 58 | ] auormem .
- . 39.36% 37
The Hunger Games: 57 : S .
. . | had asked those who answered with 26 responses to the Star Wars L
Rocky Horror Picture : Py = franchise to document which films they had seen:
Show: 37 .
s 35119% 2 All films including new releases by Disney: 21
Inception: 37 l
- E 9% 0 Return of the Jedi: 1
Fight Club: 37
- . 2% 2% Empire Strikes Back: 1
Bachelor party: 33
v l o 2 Unsure of the name: 1
IT (1990): 30 _ |
A o . First three films (assuming A New Hope, Return of the Jedi and
IT (2017): 24 Empire Strikes Back): 3
RuPauls Drag Race: Upon reflection, | feel like | could have asked this question in regard

to the Star Wars films better to achieve a more accurate result.
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By asking this question, | wanted to determine which film posters did their job and
the film posters that did not accurately show what the film was about. From people’s
selections, their responses were from their selection that:

Yes, the posters for the films | chose did show what the film is about accurately: 67

No, the posters for the films | chose did not show what the film is about accurately: 23

Showing 10 responses

\:' As above

4/11/2019 6:21 PM View respondent’s answers  Add tags ¥
D AlL of them

4112019 10:28 AM View respondent’s answers Add tags ¥

\:' Fast and furious

412019 7:27 AM View respondent’s answers Addtags ™

\:‘ Sound of Music poster depicts a Lady singing in the mountains and while that does happen briefly, it is not clear that the film is
actually about the Von Trapp family during the war. Inception poster doss not give too much away as well as The Sixth Sense
and Fight Club. Forrest Gump is about Forrest Gump......l have just realised | have answerad this guestion wrong but now | am
committed....Hunger Games if you have read the book, | agree the poster matches

410/2019 11:10 PM View respondent's answers Add tags ¥

3

SURVEYMONKEY REPLIES

CONTINUED

Q8

From your selection above, do you agree that film posters accurately depict
what the film/ series is about?

Answered: @1 Skipped: 4

Mo

'I

Ifyou
selected no,...

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% E0% B0% T0% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES ¥ RESPONSES  ~
- Yas 73.63% &7
- No 25.27% 23
= |f you selectad ne, can you comment which film/seriss do show exactly what the film is about. Respaonses 10.99% 10

People commented which films they feel do not show
accurately what the film is about from the poster alone.

An.answer was “Sound of Music poster depicts a lady singing
In the mountains and while that does happen briefly, it is not
clear that the film is actually about the Von Trapp family during

the war. Inception poster does not give too much away as well
as The Sixth Sense and Fight Club. Forrest Gump is about
Forrest Gump”



SURVEYMONKEY REPLIES
CONTINUED

@ 2 ] =l

If you had only seen the title of these productions, do the titles accurately
describe what the film is about?

Answerad: 91 Skipped: 4

0% 10%: 20% 300 4005 B0% 50% T0% B0% S0% 100%
v Yes 61.54% 56
: - HNo 38.46% 35
Fight Club: TOTAL £
' Comments {23)
The Rocky Horror Picture Show:
Forrest G U m p D Add tags ¥ Filter by tag ¥ Seamh réspl:m’.-.‘;es Q 0
Inception: Showing 22 responsas
4/10/2019 8:03 PM View respondent’s-answers  Add tags ¥ -
The Sixth Sense:
D Rocky Horror, it, forrest gump, sound of music
RuPauls D rag Race: 47102019 7:57 PM View respondent's answers  Add tags ¥
The Hunger Games: | The phantom menace
410/2019 7:00 PM View respondent’'s answers Addtags ™
IT (2017):
D Sound of music, fight club, Forrest Gﬁmp, newest IT movie
Th e SOU n d Of M usIC. 4710/2019 6:58 PM View respondent's answers  Add 1ags ¥
D Hunger Games, Ru Paul's Drag Race, IT, Rocky Horror Picture Show
4/10/2079 6:48 PM View respondent’s-answers  Add tags ¥




THE WORK BEHIND EACH FILM POSTER




DESIGN PROCESS FOR EACH POSTER

My generic design process for all films consists
(o]

Brainstorm

Initial research

| have split my design process down into each film that | recreated a Gathering images needed or of use
poster for. My design process differs for each poster as it depended
on what my final outcome was for the film and by how much research ‘

| had to do surrounding it. Some parts of the design process may vary Photoshop trial and error
for certain film however | will outline each process that has been done

to achieve the end results. ‘

Finalising

After effects/pixaloop app

End product



THE SouND OoF Music
(1965)

Perception

- a misinterpretation of the film poster as the poster shows no
involvement of a Nazi film plot.



WHAT IS THE SHOW PLOT?

G soontl of musc - Googe Sear. K o

Full of life, singing Maria, a nun from the local convent is sent to the Von Trapp < > SIS e i A D R O ) S L So e ) O [ 1.
household to become Fraulein for the Captains 7 children. During her time at the Goi (e asa ol
household, the children play tricks and pranks on the Fraulein in an attempt to v o o 8 oo senra-

get her to leave. Maria and children start to become friends when Maria starts to - e @ @

teach the children how to sing and lets them play when the Captain is not around.
Meanwhile, the Austrian Navy have now been occupied by the Nazis and are
wanting Captain Von Trapp to return to his post under Hitler’s rule. A ball is held at
the Von Trapp household where it is revealed that captain Von Trapp has feelings
for Maria however, the captains new partner is becoming frustrated and jealous of
his children singing and playing with Maria rather than her thus asks Maria to leave
them as Maria finds out the two are to be engaged. Maria, the captain and the
children are then entered into a local talent show however, they have to escape and
flee the country mid performance as the Nazi's have came from Captain Von Trapp.

The only images that appear from a simple Google
search was the opening scene of Maria singing on
the hills or the seven children standing in height
order. These are the two most commonly known
images of the sound of music thus why they would
be the most popular images. This still adds no
iIndication that the plot includes a potential Nazi
capture.

Upon seeing the poster for the original
film, it incorporates that the film includes
music, shows the seven children and the
two main characters. However, there is no
evidence on the poster showing that the
film is set in Nazi occupied Austria and
Captain Von Trapp is attempting to avoid
capture. This is what | intend to explore
throughout this piece of graphics.
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As | wanted to include items on the poster about the Nazi
plot in the film. | began to document all | knew in regard

to the Nazi party and started think as to how | could
Incorporate it into the sounds of musics plot. | intend to
research into Nazi propaganda including Joseph Goebbels
work. Goebbels was the head of Nazi Propaganda during

Hitler’s reign so | believe this would be the best place

to start so | can understand fully how they laid out their
imagery and if there were messages behind why they laid it
out in that way.




“TIME TO GO~
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. Starting off with the background F'had made from a propaganda poster to set the background

scene.
| layered a large swastika badgelform the centre of the Nazi parties flag and lowered the opacity
so it was still visible enough to the viewer. | wanted to add this In a subtle but still poignant light.

| added the Maria cut out layered on top of layers 1 through 3.

Finally adding the remaining features such as credits, 20th century fox logo and the main title.

| researched extensively into what font the Nazi regime originally used for their propaganda

poster and the top results was “ggette g Franktue.

Moger & Hammersieing

zound of Music
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App used = Pixaloop, Adobe app from Apple store.
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| added an old film glitch overlay in top of “Time to go” using the app
Pixaloop. This overlay created the perfect movement for the poster
in question as it ties in the old age Nazi Propaganda aesthetic thus
enhancing the whole image overall. By adding this small detalil, it will
catch the viewers eye asking them to look closer into the screen in
question.
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| wanted to include this mini project as an experiment as the poster created was

not going to be used in the final project. However, when | started to adapt the idea,
a lot fo the pieces began to work together. | enjoyed the idea of this poster and this
was a good indication as my starter so | knew what sort of ideas worked and which

ideas did not.
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RuPaAauLs DrRaG RAcCE

(2009 - PRESENT)

Perception

- A male assumed the TV show was about a car drag racing.
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After brainstorm intital ideas, | started to write down main U de fﬂflﬂu —_ Fﬁuﬂuuis i]mﬂ

things that | had seen associated with cars and racing i ‘f!ﬁﬁ% J/ (heCie hﬂfﬂd

scenes. | knew on the final piece, | wanted to include an . LPE?’ \
image of RuPaul in her outfit because it still tied in with the i L sdee S onacls?
car racing poster, along with using the chequerboards | J,Gﬁﬂ I / }

believe combining these two images along with smoke/ __. @ Thuﬁ[‘]ﬁ // \ \\“‘
G (WS on {11€ 0On

! e Do tiom palin IQ‘JQ d
Furthermore, incorporating the high -speed cars associated

with drag racing would tie the whole image together. VHI I[]wﬂ[ly.{T.;i.jrlj
‘ Novid of  wondey T ey

cloud overlays would show the high impact, exciting spins
of car racing.
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“WELCOME TO THE SPEEDWAY
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. To construct my image, | started with

a black background, layered two
chequerboard images on both sides,
faded the edges of them and merged
the two images together creating my
background base.

. | then added my layer cut out of RuPaul

and positioned her front and centre of the
poster as through research, | have found
that the main character/judge is in the
centre of the image.

. By using the pen tool, | had cut out

three separate cars of the makes that |
mentioned above and layered them onto
the bottom of the design.

. Finally | added a range of RNGS of clouds

or smoke overlays from all directions. |
had then used a lower opacity eraser to
erase certain parts of the cloud smoke so
that the clouds had a more natural feeling
to them so that the background could be
easily seen through the clouds.

. The end result of the poster (see below)

was adding the Drag Raceflogo, VH1,
LogoTV and the time and day that the
programme is shown.

Feason T -~Thursdays Spm

Eoﬁuw . . ("



App used = Pixaloop, Adobe app from Apple store.

= =]
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00:00:01 000005

) = 0 50 g =B 7

Using the Pixaloop app, | added a smoke overlay to the whole image.
When In motion, the moving smoke really enhances the overall image as
it looks as though your looking out a window into the setting of the Drag

Race.



BB Adobe After Effects - Untitled Project.aep *
File Edit Composition Layer Effect Animation View Window Help

fr P ¥Q YT O8T A1 8 W

Project = < M B Composition

Libraries
Alan hand in
View by Type

~ Colors

- R=115 G=198 B=182
- New Colour Swatch 2

R=128 G=0B=128

} New Colour Swaich

C=75 M=65 Y=0 K=0

©=66 M=74 Y=0 K=0
e B

Furthering to the page previous, | ran the motion poster
through After Effects to add a few more smoke clouds to to

bulk out the main focus.






EFERIN BROCKOVICH

Perception

- a female assumed the film was set in a post-apocalyptic world because she knew that
people were being poisoned by a suspicious substance.



WHAT IS THE FILM PLOT?

Based on a true story, an unemployed single mother from California is trying to
obtain a job. She keeps hitting hurdles and having no luck and her luck does not
improve when her lawsuit against a doctor that treated her when she was in a
car crash falls through. Brockovich persuades her lawyer to give her a job at his
firm for compensation, although no one takes her seriously because of the way
she dresses. Erin then begins to investigate into a case involving Pacific Gas &
Electricity Company (PGEC).

She discovers that the company is buying land that was contaminated with
Hexavalent Chromium, a toxic substance that the company had been dumping
onto the land. The toxic land began seeping into the town of Hinkley, California
water system and poisoning the residents including cancer and death. The more
investigating Erin does, she realises that her law would be involved in one of the
biggest class action lawsuits in American history against a multi-billion dollar
corporation.

In the original poster (see left), the only
thing the poster tells you about the story
Is that Erin is a mother. The quote states
“She brought a small town to its feet

and a huge company to its knees”, this
gives a slight nod to a large company
involved in the plot but apart from these
two statements, these is very little on this

Those who live in America may know
more about this poster from first glance
as it is a true story based in California
however, the rest of the world have very
little to go on.

poster telling us what happens in the film.

erin brockovich film B L Q

Gicgle

Shopping More Settings Tools

miss pacific coast 1981 . biker wate >

All Images Videos News Al Collections S

% julia . george Q baby % cover

o 7.__‘7' - _h

Erin Brockovich (film) - Wikipe...
en.wikipedia:org

Erin Brockovich' Review: 2000 Movie ...
hollywoodreporier com

Film Review: Erin Brockovich - HOME
homemcr.org

Erin Brockovich | Favorite
pinferest.com

Erin Brockovich (4/10) Movie CLIP - | __
youlube.com

Erin Brockovich
radiolimes com

Erin Brockovich (2000) - Rot__
rofientomaloes. com

By a simple Google search, it told me
very little about the film also. | re-watched
the film to understand exactly what had
happened in the film and also read

facts and figures as to what happened

in Hinkley to see if | could gather some
inspiration for the new posters.



| began to document each significant moment within

the film and then branch off ideas that | came up with in
regard to this. | had thought about going down the lawyer
route however | began to research into what Hexavalent
Chromium was used for and what the symptoms of its
poisoning were.

My brainstorming process consists of writing out all ideas
that | think of and then using visual brainstorming, | use
small sketches to produces visual ideas that | had thought
and potentially use them to help me sketch out my main
idea on photoshop.

After using process of elimination, | wanted to create two
different posters for this film including:

- A contamination poster (a perception from a female who
thought the film was based in a post-apocalyptic setting) for
Hinkley, a poster based around apocalyptic posters.

- A water bottle advert, a play on what the film plot entails.
Hexavalent Chromium is a toxin used to dye plastic different
colours so this is where the inspiration came from to do a
plastic water advert for a new water company.

—WoSTh o (O oidnl

fitlen  Jowsyt
e ]

Jowsut? resulted
nexdvalent \ [ inf333 miilon

Cnvy \ !dﬂmr itkmmnt !Iﬁ“ / e ___ |
(CotiminGiion \ f m&f_ AHpT:'TL.J- (L] il .

olninst ok gcd

L = Eyix ih _"""H:'I.:IKTETL '-.-;:""TITI"'III'

fund 57 o8

0is0nS WEter § J/ s
plS  iesidents oo KU sk ™ (ompony, contini-
® areQ oping Tliegally aicd Ind
(umped by
ol 113 \ifoenia < (ompony on_lgnd
_ B2,
_ cleontnminated gostes oo )
lgle (> e
= llowsuit FUES
- ¥
o |festceat  Evi\ Japocalypt | '
¢ | Hexavoipnt  (nromium numbey § witer




“CONTAMINATION”
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Barcelona
April 15th, 2013
Six weeks after The Panic

THE LAST MAN ON EARTH
IS NOT ALONE.
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For the motion feature on this, | added a flow tool to the top dirt piece
in the contamination poster. This gives the poster the full effect of the
dirty water running down as though it were a sign. | am extremely
pleased with how this poster came out using the flow tool as | believe it
enhances the overall design.
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Once the main bulk of the poster was created using the water
bottle feature, | began to add the rest of the accents needed for
a water advert and a film poster thus | wanted to make as when
someone glances at it, they assume it is just a water bottle but
then engages them to look closer.

| wanted to include the famous quote from the film so | re worded
it so that it sounds more like a water company slogan thus now
reading “Now with added Hexavalent Chromium straight from

a well in Hinkley”. | wanted to add this play on words as we
commonly see on water bottles stating facts such as “now with
added strawberry” therefore | saw this as a perfect opportunity to
use this type of slogan to my advantage and the films plot.

Also, | wanted to search for a “water bottle” type brand as these
typically were chunky and heavy fonts. Using the font “dungle
Fever”, | believe this accurately represented a water bottle brand
as it is easily read.

PHOTOSHOP BREAKDOWN
- MAIN POSTER “HINKLEY
HYDRATED”

w

End product for “Hinkley Hydrated” water
bottle poster advert. A play on an accurate
representation of what Erin Brockovich is about.
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Using a similar technique to the Contaminated poster, |
used the flow tool to allow the water to splash up around the
bottle and around the bottom. This works extremely well as
this exactly what | had envisioned for this design.
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Rocky HORROR

PICTURE SHOW
(1975)

Perception

- a female assumed the film was a horror film from the title alone.
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As this was perceived as a horror film, my first thoughts were
to research into old age horror posters from 1970’s when the
film was released. | wanted to attempt to change this film
into an old age horror film so that it was still authentic to the
perception and to the horror films of the time. | want to focus
greatly on the colours scheme during this era as | believe

they are predominantly primary and secondary colours. As
they are old age, | will need to research into textures, dirt
PNG and potentially paper fold pngs for added texture on
the images.
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| added a short, snappy star overlay as the poster is FHQP6725

portraying the horror scene, | still wanted to add the
camp Esq. plot of the film. E 000004
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As the opening scenes of Frankenstein are usually during
a storm and the opening scene of Rocky Horror is also
during a storm, | wanted to add a rain overlay as | thought
it would tie the two films together. Through After Effects, |
added a few more rain droplets to fill in the blank spaces.
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THE LosT Boys

(1987)

Perception

- my own perception as when first introduced to the film, | assumed it was about the lost
boys in Peter Pan’s stories
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As my first intital thoughts for this film was that they storyline
was a collaboration of Peter Pan, | had first had an idea to
attempt to cartoonise the cast of The Lost Boys and create
them into a Peter Pan film poster however with a extensive
research and little to no results, this was not an option for
me to pursue for this poster. Furthering, | had thought
about attempting to make the iconic scene of Peter Pan

and Wendy flying over London’s skyline thus | wanted to
manipulate and have The Lost Boys cast flying over with
the Santa Carla pier fairground underneath them. In saying
this, | knew | wanted to incorporate the Santa Carla Board
walk sign into my design somewhere thus | will have to
prainstorm around this and figure out where | can add this
into the design ideas.
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- PHOTOSHOP BREAKDOWN - MAIN POSTER
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FGSY7654
To add to the whimsical design of Peter Pan,| decided to create an over

exposure nights sky using an overlay of galaxies and stars. Bringing | £ S i
this motion poster through After Effects allowed me to touch up any 00 ' e
sections the overlay had missed and to tidy the edges of the overlay <)

around the board walk sign.
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. | started off with a

beige colour and a
ticket outline created
using the rectangle
tool and the circular
eraser.

. | then created a

rounded rectangle
and applied the
carousel image |

had found from my
research, changing
the opacity to a lower
level and clipping
masking it over the
rectangle.

. By using a brown

colour taken from
the carousel image,
| began to write

out what the poster
was going to say.

| researched into
different fonts and
styles in which |
found “circus”.

. Furthermore, | added

the top acts for the
show in the same
colours and using the
regular circus font of
“comfortaa”

. In conclusion, |

added a “get your
tickets” ornate
rectangle as these
kept re appearing
throughout my
research.
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1. Through the app, | added a star design used to accent the carousels
features and lift the gold out from the metal work on it.
00:00:05 2. | added a flock of bats to the image also as although | am portraying
# the fairground side of the film, adding this subtle change gives the
thought of vampire relations to the film.
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